
Chinese Tourism to Australia 

1. China has been the world’s number one
tourism source market since 2012.1 The 
total annual number of outbound Chinese 
tourists now exceeds 100 million,2 leaping 
from 10 million in 2000.3 Outbound 
numbers are expected to double to 200 
million by 2020.4 

2. At present, only six percent of China’s
1.4 billion-strong population hold a 
passport.5 

3. Between 2003 and 2013, 21 million
Chinese households reached an annual 
income level of US$35,000, which 
makes international travel affordable.6 
The total number of households meeting 
this threshold is expected to almost triple 
by 2023, with 61 million more 
households projected to join them.7  

4. Between 2010 and 2015, the total
number of Chinese visitors to Australia 
more than doubled.8  

5. China is now Australia’s top market. In
2015, spending by Chinese tourists in 
Australia totaled $7.7 billion9 (about 22 
percent of the country’s total international 
visitor spending). This compares with:10 

• UK tourists $3.5 billion (10 percent)
• US tourists $3.1 billion (nine

percent)
• New Zealand tourists $2.6 billion

(seven percent)
• Japanese tourists $1.4 billion (four

percent)

6. Australia’s share of China’s outbound
tourism fell from 1.2 percent in 2000 to 0.8 
percent now.11 This compares with:12 

• South Korea 4.3 percent
• Japan 1.9 percent
• US 2 percent
• Russia 0.9 percent

7. NSW is the most popular destination for
Chinese tourists, with 536,000 visiting the 
state in 2015.13 456,000 Chinese visited 
Victoria14 and 364,000 visited 
Queensland.15
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9 Tourism Research Australia, International Visitors in Australia: September 2015 quarterly results of 
the international visitor survey, December 12 2015 
http://www.tra.gov.au/documents/ivs/International_Visitors_in_Australia_September_2015_Results 
_of_The_International_Visitor_Survey.html.  
10 Figures from Tourism Research Australia, International Visitors in Australia: September 2015 
quarterly results of the international visitor survey, December 12 2015 
http://www.tra.gov.au/documents/ivs/International_Visitors_in_Australia_September_2015_Results 
_of_The_International_Visitor_Survey.html. 
11 CEIC database. The latest available observation is 2013. 
12 CEIC database. The latest available observations are 2013. 
13 Destination NSW, International travel to NSW, year ending September 2015. 
14 Tourism Victoria, International visitation estimates to Victoria by origin, year ending September 
2006-2015. 
15 Tourism and Events Queensland, International tourism snapshot, year ending September 2015.
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